VISIT  TO  RAMLAH,   AND
of Gothic edifices, of a character decidedly dif-
ferent from Saracen architecture, though both
of them have the pointed arch in common j but
all these were greatly ruined.
The convent of the Latins is large and com-
modious, though not equal to that of Nazareth.
It has a good church, an open court, with a fine
spreading orange-tree, and several wells .of ex-
cellent water in it for their gardens*
. The inhabitants are estimated at little more
than five thousand persons, of whom about one-
third are Christians of the Greek and Catholic
communion, and the remaining two-thirds Mo-
hammedans, chiefly Arabs; the men of power
and the military only being Tui*ks, and no Jews
residing there.
The principal occupation of the people is hus-
bandry, for which the surrounding country is
highly favourable; and the staple commodities
produced by them are corn, olives, oil, and cot-
ton, with some soap and coarse cloth made in
the town*
There are still remains of some noble subter- .
ranean cisterns at Ramlah, not inferior either in
extent or execution to many of those at Alex-
anfcia* They were Intended for the same pur-
pose, namely, to serve in time of war as reservoirs
of water; and they are, no doubt, those spoken
of by the Arabian geographer, as quoted before.